Outreach as a growth group!

We’re excited about a new facet for growth groups this year in engaging in a community service project during the semester! We believe you will find this to be a great team experience, working alongside peers in something quite simple in service and outreach.

Outreach doesn’t have to be street preaching on a corner with sound doctrinal verbal points of theology shared at the top of your lungs to passersby. No. Maybe a few folks have responded, but the masses do not. Outreach is really quite simple, allowing the Lord to be seen naturally in your life … and sometimes your lifestyle shares without words. We hope to sense the opportunities of open doors that we can share more specific words that explain the faith in our lives. Until then, let’s serve and love.
Think through the calendar to when your group could commit between 2-4 hours together, and then organize what you will do.

One obvious opportunity would be 2nd Saturday … a ministry of Crossroads that happens monthly on the 2nd Saturday of the month from 8 to noon. Register your group a couple weeks prior by contacting Liz Austin (liz@crossroadsgrace.org 239-5566 (127)), or Pastor Jim Todd  (jim@crossroadsgrace.org). Do let us know an approximate number of people that will certainly be there … though we do not regularly register individuals, we feel we must know groups of individuals who are coming. Projects are not always easy to find, and we always want to make sure we have sufficient, meaningful projects to involve people in. 
Visit crossroadsgrace.org/ministries/outreach for info and the release form.
If not 2nd Saturday, arrange your own project together. 

Some factors to consider: 

What can you do together in the amount of time you will commit? 

What needs to be thought through beforehand? (prep work, equipment, supplies, costs, hauling, dump costs, safety, equipment, experienced or skilled labor, emotional factors, participation opportunities for all, meeting time and ending time, permission, pictures, etc). 

Take a bit of time afterwards to discuss how did it all go, what were you thinking as you labored, how did it make you feel, what would you do differently next time, etc?

Cook some soup, chili or breakfast burritos or concoct some warm liquids, and drive and look for homeless (or contact Patrick O’Brien (patrick.obrien@dla.mil), Monique Black (mlodymakr@sbcglobal.net) or Pastor Jim (jim@crossroadsgrace.com) for some direction to find the homeless. Go before dark and when you find them, hang out for a bit and chat. 

Giving restaurant cards instead of cash puts food into their hands. 
Consider reading Under The Overpass as a quick read (it’ll color your view on the homeless).   

If not your own project … consider contacting an agency to find out if there is anything your group could do for them … Love INC (825-9131), Manteca Pregnancy Help Center (239-9899),  HOPE Raymus Home, Hope Family Shelter and HOPE Transitional Housing (825-0658),
Give Every Child A Chance (825-7003), St. Mary’s Dining Hall in Stockton (467-0703),         Haven of Peace battered women’s shelter in French Camp (986-0396), City of Manteca (823-8682), Boys and Girls Club (239-5437), South County Crisis Center (824-0586). 

Call at least several weeks ahead of when you might schedule your time for good planning.  
If you hit a wall … email Pastor Jim at jim@crossroadsgrace.org.
